
Public Hearing/Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

Date: July 12, 2021 

Present Mayor Brian Johnson, Trustees Doug Cropper, Larry Ostrander, Debra Gitterman, and Jason Detzel (arrival 6:50), 
Clerk/Treasurer Patricia DeLong, DPW Superintendent Dave Siter, Attorney Robert Fitzsimmons, Multiple members of 
the Public. 

Pledge of Allegiance 

Call to Order: 6:33 pm 

Mayor Johnson starts by explaining how Stretch Code is a more stringent building code and opens questions for M. 
DeWein. M. DeWein states he owns his own company North Branch Services, LLC, been a contractor since the 70’s and 
how he works as a consultant for the clean energy community. He adds why he supports stretch code as it is about 10% 
more efficient. He explains how it works into energy related projects, the cost benefit for a new home, how it does 
affect existing houses, the base NY energy code and how stretch is more energy efficient. He continues with an example 
of replacing windows; the current U value requirement is .30, the lower the value the more energy efficient. Under 
stretch code the U value is .27, with the cost of the window being about $20 to $40 more per window. He adds it is an 
overlay to the existing code. S. Jennings asks about the program used. M. DeWein explains it is not that advanced. He 
continues those traditional codes are free to check residential and commercial, NY Stretch is only available online. 
Mayor Johnson makes an observation that stretch code is not going to increase anything that much, it uses better 
building materials, not a big cost difference, and stretch code has no tradeoffs. Trustee Ostrander observes that the 
history of building codes is they only increase, even if we don’t approve it. M. DeWein mentions NY Stretch Code is the 
base for the code to be adopted in 2023 but, there are incentive programs to adopt it now. M. Jennings talks about 
NFPA, ASHRAE and codes from organizations, asking what makes it better than the State. M. DeWein explains how the 
2018 International Code Council basis decisions, making it less if it is evident it won’t work, mostly they go forward as 
the codes being adopted now are 10% more efficient, explaining most codes are based on the international codes. M. 
Rowntree comments that the Village of Philmont shouldn’t wait a couple years, that Philmont is leading the way with 
Climate Smart, there are points associated with adopting Stretch Code, and the benefits we can glean from adopting 
Stretch Code. Mayor Johnson explains the point system. M. Jennings states that it should be on principal and not just 
about the money. Mayor Johnson comments that there is development interest behind the reservoir again, if stretch 
code is adopted it would ensure that a great house is built there, this is one way to do that so the construction and 
development is not beyond our control. M. DeWein affirms that this code is laid into the existing code and is setup as an 
overlay to the existing code. T. Paino states he is in support of Stretch Code on principal alone, he talks about the top 
contributors to climate change, the responsibility to our kids to do something, the growing crisis, how we can reduce our 
carbon footprint, how disasters are getting worse, how we need to turn things around. P. Johnson discusses there are 4 
pathways to be in compliance. Mayor Johnson asks when do we pick the pathway we use. M. DeWein explains that the 
developer picks the pathway. S. Jennings inquires if this is for retro fitting or only for something new. M. DeWein 
describes how the game is the same, the numbers are just a little different, he explains the code, adding that historical 
homes on the registry are exempt from NY Stretch Code. P. Johnson adds that it is an important measure for the present 
and the future. He continues that this sets the tone for Philmont to be a leader for the County and the other programs 
that this will tend to attract. M. DeWein articulates about energy code for the last 35 years, how there is wording in the 
codes the lends for incentives, grants per house and how the builder could possibly get more money. B. Sagal asks if the 
homeowner wants to make improvement do they follow Stretch Code or NYS codes. Mayor Johnson explains that if the 
Village adopts Stretch Code, the owner would have to follow the local code. The Board discusses the changes. T. Paino 
mentions the Cultural Resource Survey would register most of the houses in the Village as historical. S. Baker expresses 
that it is just an option to the property owner, presuming this is passed there are waivers for certain things and can still 
meet Stretch Code on some other things, there is a lot of flexibility.  
Mayor Johnson states that this will continue to the next meeting to leave it open for any further public comments.  
M. Rowntree asks if Stretch Code would put Climate Smart in danger. Mayor Johnson explains it would not.  
 
Adjournment 7:20 pm 

 
 



Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

Date:  July 12, 2021 

Present Mayor Brian Johnson, Trustees Doug Cropper, Larry Ostrander, Debra Gitterman, and Jason Detzel, 
Clerk/Treasurer Patricia DeLong, DPW Superintendent Dave Siter, Attorney Robert Fitzsimmons, Multiple members of 
the Public. 

Call to Order: 7:21 

Motion to approve the minutes from the 6-14-21 Board Meeting made by Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All 
Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion to approve the Budget to Actual Reports for the month of June made by Trustee Detzel, 2nd by Trustee Cropper. 
All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion to approve the payment of bills (General, Water, Sewer, Library, T&A, & Health Care Deductible) from the June 
23rd and July 12th Abstract made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Public Requests 

J. LaPorta talks about the projects she is working on as a group, the history map project, and the locations she is 
identifying in the Village including the reservoir. She adds that America is coming on 250 years and all towns are working 
collectively on something very big. She expresses hope that Philmont would like to do something, adding a side note 
that Philmont is known for its ball players. She mentions she is on the Town website. 
 
P. Johnson states he has a question for the Trustees regarding the collaboration of the Philmont Police Department with 
the Columbia County Sherriff’s Office, adding unless we renig in that part of the agreement, will the Board be selecting 
members for a civil review. He continues, since the Police Department has a monthly report, is it possible for the 
community to have Building Inspector report with the rental properties registered, inspected, if it passed or did not pass 
as this can only improve housing on a monthly basis. Mayor Johnson explains he has been working with Lee on 
formatting a report. P. Johnson asks if the fire protections he mentioned at the last meeting will be added to the 
checklist. He states the PEDG has sent out questionnaires and are waiting for response from several contractors. Mayor 
Johnson and P. Johnson discuss help for the businesses that are here.  
 
B. Sagal asks if anything can be done about the parking lot for the library. When it was raining, the parking lot filled up 
within a matter of minutes. Mayor Johnson observes it is flat with no way to pitch the water away.  
 
Attorney Fitzsimmons: He reports he has nothing new and has been working on ongoing projects.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer Report: Given by Patricia DeLong. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon 
request. A reminder the summer hours for the Clerk’s office will continue to Labor Day. These hours are 8 am - 2:30 pm 
Monday through Thursday and 8 am - noon on Friday. Tax bills were mailed out on May 28th and are now overdue. A 5% 
penalty has been added to any outstanding taxes. Currently there is $37,319.67 for outstanding current year taxes and 
$40,122.77 plus $23,936.82 in penalties for a total of $64,059.59 in outstanding prior year taxes. Of which, $27,017.24 is 
for the Marsh property currently on the Columbia County foreclosure list. Water / Sewer bills were mailed out on June 
30th and are due by July 31st without penalty. Bid opening was held for the WWTP on July 1st with Clark Patterson Lee. 
There were 3 bidders on the project. Chrissy and I have both been very busy with taxes, water bills, posting, deposits 
and bank runs. 
 
Library Report: Given by Library Director Tobi Farley. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon 
request.  We had nearly 60 people attend Green River Cello Ensemble’s concert in the pavilion. We have scheduled a 
concert for Thursday, August 12th at 5pm with Hudson River Chamber Musicians. Our fist in-person program was held at 
the Claverack Town Park with the Claverack Library. We had about 70 people attend. There are 4 more Tuesday 
programs scheduled. Together with the Claverack Library we reached out and have received financial support from the 
following sponsors: Bank of Greene County, Stewart Shops, Meltz Lumber, Kneller Insurance Agency, Claverack 



Democrats, Children’s Foundation of Columbia County. The Town of Claverack also allowed us to use the town park with 
no fee. Friday morning Zoom programs with the Hudson, Claverack and RoeJan Libraries have begun, but there is still 
time to register through our website. Each registrant will also have a craft kit available for pick-up at the library to 
correspond with the theme of the week. A virtual program on Alzheimer’s and Dementia is scheduled for July 13th at 
11am via Zoom. Email the library for login information. A virtual program “Birding for Beginners” with the Sharon 
Audubon Society will be on Zoom July 21st 6-7pm. Email the library for log-in information.  Our Virtual Pet Show 
Challenge has a winner! Renee Dobert’s chicken, Mary Linda, won with 12 votes. She will receive a $10 gift certificate to 
a local business. This month’s challenge is a LEGO Zoo. All materials are available at the library to create LEGO creature. 
When completed take a picture and share on our website. Photos with the most votes will receive a gift certificate t a 
local business. Grants: $3000 Columbia County – This is money we were told to not expect due to cuts, $2000 Columbia 
County Children’s Foundation. I attended a Narcan training and will be taking a first aid training soon. The Library 
applied for and were given Bullet Aide. The Library was also awarded an additional $5,000 by Didi Barrett for all the 
work they have done. Very few libraries were given this additional funding. 

 
Community Center Report: Given by Trustee Cropper, as submitted by Director Veronezi. A full copy of the report is 
available in the office for review or upon request. On June 7 members of the Philmont Fire Department came to the 
center and gave a program on fire safety and firsthand look at the truck and equipment. Thanks to fire department 
members for providing this valuable experience. The After School Program met for the final time this school year on 
June 16.  Homemade boats were launched in the lake, thank you notes were presented to the Philmont Fire Dept. 
members, the garden was planted, kids had fun playing games and everyone enjoyed some hot dogs and s’mores. 
Hudson River Historic Boat Restoration and Sailing Society used the center for a meeting this month.  The meetings are 
open to the public. New members are welcome. Girl Scouts are continuing to meet on Tuesday afternoon and evening. 
Summit Lake Explorers program will be held in August. Thanks to staff members for Sarah Jampol-Auerbach, Deb Grau, 
and Monte Jennings for their help with the after-school program this year. Thanks also to CPR instructor Joshua Loeffler 
and Trustee Cropper for many hours helping with programs. 
 
Police Report: Given by Trustee Cropper, as submitted by OIC Vern Doyle. A full copy of the report is available in the 
office for review or upon request. Monthly Total: Calls for Service 13, Arrests 0, Property Checks 108, UTT’s Issued 1, 
V&T Warnings 13, Parking Tickets 0. Total for the Year: Calls for Service 69, Arrests 2, Assist Arrest 1, Property Checks 
968, MV 104’s 1, UTT’s Issued 7, V&T Warnings 75, Parking Tickets 24. 
 
Summit Lake & Its Watercourse (BOA) Report: Given by Grant Administrator S. Baker. A full copy of the report is 
available in the office for review or upon request. Attended the BOA Co-Chair standing meeting held in June with Mayor 
Johnson and Trustee Ostrander. Reported on the results of the Cultural Resources Survey webinar held on June 24th at 
7pm:  44 people registered to attend the webinar, of which 30 people attended. Taking into consideration that many 
“attendees” consisted of two people participating from one registration results in approx. 50 attendees. The link to the 
webinar is posted to the PBI and the Philmont Public Library web sites on the home page which includes a pdf document 
of the Q&A session. The webinar recording features presentations by preservation consultant, Jessie Ravage who 
assembled the Survey, and by Jennifer Betsworth from NYS Parks, Recreation, & Historic Preservation. Since holding the 
webinar, the recording has been watched by 26 people who accessed the link from a PBI June newsletter.  Discussed the 
process of gathering continued community consensus in response to a potential Village of Philmont Historic District and 
next steps involved for a Nomination process. Discussed the idea of the Village changing the BOA Grant Committee 
name to Community Development Committee. BOA grant compliance: Component 2: Cultural Resource Survey of the 
BOA Work Plan is completed and approved by the DOS. Glad to report the DOS complimented on the high standard of 
work accomplished on the Survey publication, and the webinar. LWRP grant compliance: Outreach to partnering towns 
is still in progress and on time. We are currently on track with both the BOA and the LWRP grant timelines and are in 
compliance with all grant administration requirements. Discussed the Village/PBI Alliance Agreement is still outstanding, 
DOS needs it to be resolved 
 
DPW Report: Given by Mayor Johnson. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon request.  
Garbage and recycling, cleaned catch basin lids from storms. Nortrax repaired Backhoe, Mowing and weed trimming 
sidewalks, Cleaning up for Community Day, Sweeper being repaired, removed lights from ballfield.  Water and 
Wastewater: Took samples for DECX and Health Dept, not all passed, repaired and replaced several water meters, had 



water tower inspected, charged Chestnut Court water main, mowed and cut brush at wells, mowing and weed trimming 
at the plant, had bid for disinfection at plant, replaced pump drive for return pump, Baldwin hauled 15000 gals of sludge 
to Albany. 
 
Mayor Johnson: He reports that he met with Senator Jordan regarding section 8 and accountability. He met with OIC 
Doyle to compile information from the Police Department for Senator Jordan. He met with the Social Security 
Commissioner and Sally Baker has offered to help write the brief.  
 
Trustee Cropper: He starts by thanking everyone for Community Day, it was not normal circumstances but, it was still a 
really nice day, the fireworks were spectacular. He also thanks the Police Department and the Fire department for their 
efforts. He helped Julie with the Community Center after school program and the campfire, responded to several 
residents’ concerns, did more research on CCA, and met with Senator Jordan as well as OIC Doyle. 
 
Trustee Detzel: He reports that the Fire Department did get the grant for the air-pacs and should receive them in 
September. He also attended his normal meetings with constituents. 
  
Trustee Ostrander:  
Fire Department Report: Given by Trustee Ostrander. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon 
request. Calls for the month: 13, calls for the year: 41, total calls: 62, drills 2, truck inspections: 1, work details: 2. 
Attended the funeral service for departed member, Richard Ostrander on May 27th with 7 members, Memorial Day 
parade in Philmont on May 31st with 16 members, and the Fire Prevention Detail at the Philmont Community Center on 
June 7th with 6 members. The Fire Company has two members in the emergency vehicle operations class at the county 
training facility, they are Mark Rowntree and Chris Morehouse. There was a company convention meeting on June 16th 
at the firehouse with 13 members present. Flag Day in Hudson on June 12th with 9 members. They also had the Nickle 
Social and the Chicken BBQ. He called OIC Doyle about the four-wheeler, he is looking into it. He attended the CR 
Webinar and the BOA Monthly meeting. He is working on getting Iamresponding for Superintendent Siter. He discusses 
residents who filled their pools with the fire hydrant with the board.  
 
Trustee Gitterman: She reported a street light outage and did work on the NYSERDA Grant. She asks if when Leggett 
comes to install the car charger if they can do the lights for the WWTP at the same time. She was on the Community Day 
Committee and adds she rode on the Town of Claverack float. She then emailed business after the parade, made 
updates to the website, reached out to Didi Barrett for SAM money options, and reached out to Bob Travis for the bid 
packets.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE LIST was provided to the members of the Board and the public 
 

1) Email from NYS DEC dated 6/17 regarding Philmont Reservoir Dam. 

2) Letter from Jess Cropper-Alt dated 6/17 regarding Zoning Board vacancy. 

3) Letter from Philmont Vol. Fire Dept. dated 6/22 regarding Amir Hamzn. 

4) Email from John Buckley/Doug Cropper dated 6/17 regarding CCA. 

5) Email from Jason Detzel regarding Appropriations Committee. 

6) Letter from Philmont Fire Company regarding new stove dated 7/9. 

7) Letter from Philmont Fire Company regarding new fire truck dated 7/9. 

Motions and Resolutions- 

Motion: to reimburse the American Legion Post 252 in the amount of $275.00 for the cleaning of the Veteran Stone 

Memorial in the Village of Philmont, made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays 

 

Motion: to reimburse Trustee Gitterman in the amount of $246.50 for services associated with the building of a new 

website for the Village of Philmont, made by Trustee Detzel, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays Trustee 

Gitterman recuses herself from the vote. 



 
Motion: to transfer the General Account support funds to the Reserve accounts as stated at the Annual 2021-2022 

Budget Hearing, made by Trustee Detzel, 2nd by Trustee Cropper. All Ayes, No Nays 

 
Motion to appoint Tom Paino as a member of the Village of Philmont Zoning Board of Appeals to fill the unexpired term 

of Kim Czyzewski to expire March 1, 2023 effective July 12, 2021, made by Trustee Gitterman, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All 

Ayes, No Nays 

 

Motion to appoint Jess Cropper-Alt as a member of the Village of Philmont Zoning Board of Appeals to fill the unexpired 

term of Monte Jennings who filled Karen Garafalo’ s unexpired term to expire March 1, 2024 effective July 12, 2021, 

made by Trustee Gitterman, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All Ayes, No Nays. Trustee Cropper abstains from the vote. 

 

Motion to recognize the Village of Philmont Volunteer Fire Department as the host of the 2022 Fireman’s Convention 

and the use of Main Street in the Village of Philmont, made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Gitterman. All Ayes, No 

Nays. 

 

Motion to allow the Village of Philmont Volunteer Fire Department to install an electric stove in the backroom of the 

firehouse in preparation of the County Convention, made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All Ayes, No Nays 

 
 
Unfinished Business: n/a 
 
New Business: Trustee Gitterman talks about the sidewalks. Mayor Johnson adds it would be $8.00 a square foot, they 
just need to figure out which ones are worse. Trustee Ostrander asks if that has to be continuous. Mayor Johnson states 
no. Trustee Gitterman talks about funding.  
 
Mayor Johnson adds that he has heard of residents coming into the office and yelling at the staff. He states, if anyone 
has a problem, do not yell at the women in the office; call the Board, our numbers are on the website. 
 
 
Motion to go to Executive Session to discuss PBI Alliance, vacant buildings law, and Union Grievance made by Trustee 
Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion to come out of Executive Session, made by Trustee Detzel, 2nd by Trustee Gitterman. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion to appoint Amir Hamzan to the Village of Philmont Volunteer Fire Department as a fire support member, made 
by Trustee Gitterman, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. Trustee Cropper – No, Trustee Detzel – Yes, Trustee Ostrander – No, 
Trustee Gitterman – Yes, Mayor Johnson - No. He is not appointed.  
 
Motion to award the disinfection bid to the lowest responsible bidder of MCJ Construction LLC in the amount of 
$498,400 subject to confirmation and approval from the Village Engineer, Robert Travis of CPL made by Trustee Cropper, 
2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays  
 
Motion to adjourn –made by Trustee Gitterman, 2nd by Detzel. All Ayes, No Nays. 
 
Adjournment 9:02 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Patricia DeLong 
Clerk/Treasurer 


