
VILLAGE OF PHILMONT  
COLUMBIA COUNTY, NEW YORK 
 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

Date: Monday, January 10, 2022 

Present: Mayor Brian Johnson, Trustees Doug Cropper, Larry Ostrander, Debra Gitterman, and Jason Detzel, 
Clerk/Treasurer Patricia DeLong, Village Attorney Robert Fitzsimmons, BOA Grant administrator Sally Baker, DPW 
Supervisor David Siter, OIC Vern Doyle, Mitch Khosrova, Esq., Paul Freeman, Esq., and Multiple residents. 

Call to Order: 7:02 

Motion: to approve the minutes from the 12-13-21 Board Meeting; made by Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee 
Gitterman. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to approve the payment of bills from the December 22nd and January 10th Abstracts; made by Trustee 
Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Gitterman. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Public Requests 

M. Khosrova states he represents a group of 40 to 50 that have gotten together. The group is not opposed to any 
particular applicant or application. He voices that the Board selects the priorities for the Village, for the future of the 
Village, and the Planning Board follows those priorities by using the criteria set forth in the zoning law. He adds it is not 
whether or not this applicant will do the environmentally correct thing, the question is, is that the appropriate place for 
anything to happen? He speaks about the grants in the Village, asks that the zoning laws be consistent with their 
priorities, that a 16-unit development would be allowed in one area or a particular area, to look at the BOA and specific 
locations to be treated differently. He asks to institute a short moratorium, to have a committee look at specific criteria, 
and then after that assessment, if they say no changes are necessary, go on from there, but he feels that a short pause is 
totally appropriate. 
 
P. Freeman opens by stating he is here with the developer if anyone has any questions. He observes to consider a 
number of points in response to what Mitch has said, the first of which the history of this particular project in 2006, 
there were 57 building lots approved on the exact same area that today only 16 are being proposed. He points out of 
the things that Mitch just said, he would ask that you consider to potentially create buffers and adds it's unnecessary 
because buffers were already created. The Village now owns a parcel as a buffer to the lake for purposes of ensuring 
environmentally sensitive areas along that portion of the lake are maintained. He adds there is no reason to pause this 
project in any aspect. He points out when the Village applied for the BOA, it designated 5 sub areas that were of most of 
utmost importance. The board has already set up committees to ensure that in those five sub areas, the mandate is 
being upheld and this particular area wasn't designated because it's already been buffered, it's already been protected. 
He continues that the developer has been conscious, eliminated a substantial portion for the road, eliminated 
substantial clearing, an increased the size of the lots significantly. He affirms a moratorium would accomplish nothing 
more than what we've already done in the village.  
 
S. Baker presents the Board members with a lithograph of Philmont from 1881. She speaks about the Village of Philmont 
being developed in the time of the Hudson River painters were coming to the area, and in the same time Central Park 
was being developed, and Victorian industrialization was the counterpart to the industrialization so open space was 
considered a sign of wealth, and the natural environment became prime. She adds that they built out this entire 
Victorian village with all of these small mills and the hill was not disturbed, was treated as an open area, and was the 
backdrop for Philmont along with the lake created in 1848. She makes an observation that she made a commitment to 
protect the lake and the center for the BOA plan is the lake.  
 
P. Johnson observes the circumstances of this particular age through living through, which is to say, a mix of federal and 
state and private interests that are engaged and in view of the types of changes that are occurring in the Village. 
I foresee the possibilities of several opportunities for funding whether it be from federal, state, private sector sources, 
federal. He suggests having a quarter of professional grant writers. Trustee Detzel and P. Johnson discuss. 



 
J. Sedlock comments on M. Khosrova’s statement and how he represents the concerns of our group, and she thinks what 
she wanted to make clear from the group point of view is that we're not talking to him explicitly out of opposition to the 
project. She adds she thinks what she experienced in her conversations with the partners of Clover Reach, it was an 
amicable conversation and discussion, both sides were open to talking, but from her point of view they reached a point 
where the knowledge base and expertise was limited in terms of the kind of advice could be offered in terms of how 
they could work on the project. She continues about figuring out what makes legal sense in terms of historic, 
environmental, and long-term impact.  
 
J. Wright presents the Board with a picture of a group of eagles taken at Summit Lake.  
 
Attorney Fitzsimmons: He reports The Woods is a project of consideration that we're dealing with. Trish and I finally 
wrapped up the Monolith issue, as you know the Monolith was in receivership, credits were issued and debts were due 
to them, we agreed to compromise what was due with the receiver, got new power purchase agreements executed, and 
the last thing we're cleaning up is the remote net metering credits on the account, also the grievance procedure on the 
Union that Labor Council is handling. 
 
Clerk/Treasurer Report: Given by Patricia DeLong. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon 
request. Water/Sewer bills were mailed out on December 29th and are due by January 31st without penalty. Many hours 
were spent on water turn off procedure, creation of a deferred water payment plan following the NYS Executive order, 
filling out and sending out certified letters, and coordinating with the Police Department for door postings. The office 
has experienced a high volume of traffic and phone calls after the certified and door postings went out for water turn 
offs. Multiple residents came in or called asking questions regarding the turn offs. We have noticed an increase in 
requests for certified death certificates. Many hours were spent by the Deputy Clerk researching and filling out 
paperwork for a vehicle title search. New payroll deductions were submitted to payroll. Village elections will be held on 
March 15th. Nomination Petitions are available in the office for pick up. The Office will be closed on Monday, January 
17th in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day. We would like to thank Trustee Detzel for helping out the office staff. 
Family emergencies pulled both of us away from the office within a week of each other. We appreciate Jason coming in 
to stuff envelopes to help ensure the water bills got out in time.  
 
Building Inspector Report: Given by Trustee Ostrander. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or 
upon request.  Tenancy CO issued 2, Rental Registration Issued 4, Tenancy Inspections 2, Building permits 5, 
Construction inspections 5, CO/CC issued 3, CO Searches 3, Complaints received/investigated Monte Jennings handles 

these. He does not report to me. Zoning review/referral of new projects - The Woods subdivision proposed new retail 
and apartments at 56 Main St.  
 
Library Report: Given by Trustee Detzel. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon request.  
Building and Grounds Heat now fully operating. Funds have been received from the state for the structural repairs. The 
deadline for the work to be complete is Fall of this year. We have KN95 masks to distribute to the community. Each 
person will be given 2 masks when requested. We distributed about 30 masks on the first day. As of January 5th, we are 
in curbside pick-up only due to a staff member testing positive and another staff member in quarantine. Since we have 
such small staff, we chose curbside pickup only to limit staff exposure to patrons and each other to ensure being open 
rather than have all staff unavailable at the same time. All in-person programs are suspended at the moment until at 
least January 15th. A giant thanks to Habitat for Humanity volunteers for moving the shed. We plan to start a virtual 
series on home ownership in February. The first program will most likely be on finding and applying for a mortgage.  
Grants/ Town, State County Funding $ 1,500 Town of Ghent. December in-person and virtual program attendance 175 
December people in the library 476, December 2021 digital services (includes Claverack and Philmont’s shared hoopla 
and OverDrive accounts) 
 
Community Center Report: Given by Trustee Cropper, as submitted by Director Veronezi. A full copy of the report is 
available in the office for review or upon request. The center has been checked regularly during the month for security 
purposes and decorated for the holidays. The Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, Greener Pathways, AmeriCorps, and Loki Anthony 
leading Hip Hop all met at the center in December. The After School Enrichment Program taught by Abby Langdon met 



twice in December. Everyone enjoyed the program. Plans for a spring and summer program are being considered. On 
December 4 a presentation by Sally Baker and Mark Rowntree explaining the next steps in the creation of a new 
community center and playground was held.  The presentation was well attended by nearby property owners, Trustee 
Doug Cropper and me. I expressed concern about accessibility of the community center by all residents.  
 
Police Report: Given by OIC Vern Doyle. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon request.  
For the month of December, we had 18 calls for service, 0 arrests, 115 property checks, 8 UTT’s issued, and 25 V&T 
warnings. The Board and OIC Doyle discuss parking tickets, where the law is posted, camera system proposals, and his 
meeting with the new Sheriff and undersheriff. 
 
Summit Lake & Its Watercourse (BOA) Report: Given by Grant Administrator S. Baker. A full copy of the report is 
available in the office for review or upon request. Attended the BOA Co-Chair standing meeting held with Mayor 
Johnson Trustee Ostrander. Reviewed the draft of the meeting Summary Notes for the three public presentations aimed 
at community outreach to increase community participation in the Subarea 1 Working Group. The presentations 
advance the BOA Work Plan Task 2 –Project Advisory Committee. The presentations were held at the Community 
Center, the Library meeting room and one Zoom webinar and were delivered by PBI and Mark Rowntree who is 
currently leading the Subarea 1 Working Group for the BOA Community Center & Playground project. A total of 21 
community members attended as follows: (Community Center = 7, Library = 4, Zoom = 10). Discussed how the BOA 
Grant Committee would like the meeting Summary Notes to be compiled to be uploaded to the Village website & PBI’s 
website following approval from the DOS as a SOP of the current DOS funding for Work Plan Tasks performed.  It was 
decided to include all materials consisting of sign-in sheets, the survey responses received, community comments & 
statements received, a digital version of the presentation, and the recording of the webinar presentation held in Zoom, 
Trustee Ostrander, Chair, requested PBI produce a formal response to the statement addressed to Ostrander and 
Johnson, and the Village Board, received from resident and professional architect, Tom Paino who attended the 
presentation at the Community Center, and who additionally read the statement into public record in the December 
Village Board meeting. Reviewed & discussed the proposal items remaining on the proposal received from the Heritage 
Working Group.  Items 1-5 were given the go-ahead having been reviewed by the Village Board in the December Village 
meeting.  
 
DPW Report: Given by Dave Siter. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon request.  
Plowed and sanded, garbage and recycling. He reminds everyone recycling is the 1st, 3rd, and 5th Friday. Help water Dept 
with shutoffs and readings, Nabal Camacho started at DPW in the beginning of January, Picking up Christmas trees, 
Cleaned trees at ballfield and removed red bleachers, checking and greasing trucks, serviced sweeper, patched potholes, 
picked up tires on Preusser Road. Took samples to DEC and Heath Dept, all passed. Did a few final readings, shut off list, 
treated plants for filaments, had generators services and working on a price for replacing generator at Summit lift 
station, assisted contractors at plant, repaired ceiling and painted corner in work room, assisted DPW with serving 
snowblower.  
 
Mayor Johnson: He reports he has been meeting with the DPW and they have been an asset while the contractors are 
working on the disinfection plant, had a meeting with the new undersheriff and troopers. He had called the meeting 
hoping that somebody would show up, but the participation was great beyond anything that he could have imagined. 
We're going to get some help from the troopers and the sheriff's, they said they're going to start spending more time in 
Philmont. He adds, Doug and I have been working hard on this since March. He continues what we're trying to do is get 
the people that need help, help with DSS and Greener Pathways as well. Trustee Cropper observes what they 
accomplished was opening lines of communication. Trustee Gitterman comments that the Free Store space will now be 
a youth club house to help opioid addiction affected kids. Mayor Johnson states they are working with DSS to get 
together a list of places for kids to go and finishes with he has been down in the sewer plant checking on the progress 
quite a bit. 
 
Trustee Cropper: He reports he went to lunch with the DPW which Mayor Johnson paid for and the guys appreciated it. 
He continues with the meeting with the police, drove around and judged the Christmas lights, welcomed a new 
employee to the DPW, went with Dave to help witness some of the shut offs. Mayor Johnson mentions he has had more 
than one phone call thanking the village board for hiring Mr. Camacho, he's very personable and he's a hard worker. 



 
Trustee Detzel: He reports he wasn't here for two weeks of this month, he missed everyone but the weeks he was here, 
he spent a significant amount of time at the office with the clerks, and states it was incredible to be there as they 
worked hard to get all of this stuff done by the end of the year, so he wants to thank them for how much execution 
takes to run even a village of this size. He continues with other than being at the Clerk’s Office, he has been working on 
finishing up community announcements for the tenancy, occupation rules, and the sidewalks.  
 
Trustee Ostrander:  He reports he had a phone meeting with Dave Rogers from RBC Wealth who heads up the 
distribution end of the LOSAP program. He said, we're doing really well, the bill is funding that program and we are 90% 
funded, which is a lot better than most municipalities our size. He states he also plans on meeting with Penflex to check 
on investments He continues, he attended all meetings as mentioned by previous Trustees, received a document from 
the Columbia County Fire Coordinator, a survey why are we losing volunteers, and the biggest answer was time 
commitments and adds they're proposing tax credits.  
 
Fire Chiefs Report submitted by Chief Mark Beaumont  
January 5th calls for the month for 16. Fire calls for the year 112, EMS Calls 68, total calls 180, drills 2, truck inspections 
1, work details 2, fire calls for the year of 2022 1. 
 
Trustee Gitterman: She reports she missed the last couple meetings, and thanks Jason for attending December's 
Planning Board meeting her place, planning an upcoming Climate Smart meeting, she attended Sally and Marks 
Community Center presentation, the NYSERDA grant, and working with Bob McFarland to get the materials and 
information up on the website about the planning board meetings.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE LIST was provided to the members of the Board and the public 
 

1. Email from Amir Hamza dated 1/5 regarding Philmont Family Practice. 

2. Letter from Mitchell Khosrova dated 1/7 regarding Conservation of Village Property. 

3. Letter from Paul Freeman dated 1/10 regarding The Woods-Summit Street Development 

Motions and Resolutions- 
 
Motion: to identify the Village Meeting Hall, located at the rear of 124 Main Street, Philmont, NY as the polling place for 
the Village Elections to be held on Tuesday March 15, 2022 with polls being open from 12:00 noon to 9:00 pm, made by 
Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to appoint Kurt Basl, Marty Miller, and Monte Jennings as election inspectors for the March 15, 2022 Village 
Elections to be held in the Village Meeting Hall from 12:00 noon to 9:00 p.m. at the daily rate of $150.00 each, made by 
Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to authorize the Mayor and Board of Trustees to sign the annual LOSAP agreement with Penflex, made by 
Trustee Gitterman, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to credit account 1350, Philmont Realty Group, Inc. in the amount of $2,712.00 for the sewer portion only of 
the October invoice due to a leak located at 166 Main Street, made by Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Detzel. All Ayes, 
No Nays 
 
Unfinished Business:  
Mayor Johnson thanks the office staff for all the record retention and cleaning out the file cabinets. 
 
New Business:  
Trustee Cropper and Attorney Fitsimmons discuss a Village physician. 
Trustee Cropper speaks on reviewing the zoning laws. The Board discusses it with Attorney Fitzsimmons. 
Attorney Fitzsimmons and the Board discuss the Comprehensive Plan.  



The Board discusses the SEQRA Training. 
 
Motion to adjourn –made by Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Gitterman. All Ayes, No Nays. 
 
Adjournment 8:18 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
Patricia DeLong 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 


