
VILLAGE OF PHILMONT  
COLUMBIA COUNTY, NEW YORK 
 
Regular Monthly Board Meeting 

Date: Monday, December 13, 2021 

Present: Mayor Brian Johnson, Trustees Doug Cropper and Larry Ostrander, Clerk/Treasurer Patricia DeLong, Attorney 
Robert Fitzsimmons, BOA Grant administrator Sally Baker, DPW Supervisor David Siter, OIC Vern Doyle and Multiple 
members of the Public. 
 
Call to Order: 6:59 p.m. 
 
Motion: to approve the minutes from the 11-8-21 Board Meeting; made by Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Cropper. 
All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to approve the November Budget to Actual Reports; made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All 
Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to approve the payment of bills (General, Water, Sewer, Library, T&A, & Health Care Deductible) from the 
November 22nd and December 13th Abstracts; made by Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Cropper. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Public Requests 

 
Peter Johnson states he has a couple of points. He starts by saying if he understands correctly, the January workshop will 
have arranged the two authorities on broadband and fiber optic and adds the cardex was distributed to the trustees. He 
continues that there may be revisions on that, especially in light of the federal legislation and would encourage two 
things, one that close attention be given to the federal funds that are going to be distributed or broadband and 
associated communication, which means working through Congressman Delgado's office, which is something that 
apparently the Township did not do on the first round, so the Township received nothing. He declares that some 
properties in the Village that are not connected, his pitch is let's not miss the federal money. He continues various types 
of businesses as well as personal and school use and these are two individuals that have spent a number of years very 
carefully studying the information that was sent out to you, so he would encourage notice be given so that the public 
could attend them. He voices his second query, that he sees there is a report from the building inspector and asks, do 
we know how many units have been registered? Mayor Johnson explains that we do know that and we do know how 
many have not registered, we know many are going to get letters; they had a meeting the other day with the attorney, 
judge, zoning enforcement officer and the building inspector. He adds as of January 3rd or whenever they get back to 
work the violation notices are going to start, there are about 109 not registered and 11 vacant. P. Johnson asks if there is 
a software purchased to generate the data. Mayor Johnson explains that is where the list came from.  
 
T. Paino comments on the recent presentation that was made by BOA and the two the designated sites, the Community 
Center and grounds and Canal Street. He continues his comments are based on the Community Center presentation and 
are specifically addressed to the liaisons. He communicates he hopes that we can work together on getting the correct 
architect. He conveys a little of where he is coming from, he is an architect and he spent most of his career on municipal 
buildings, the design, and development. He explains this is purpose in programming and the presentation consisted of 
various images across the globe. He continues with small size community centers and also drawings and ideas of the 
youth in Philmont and asks that was great to give us a conceptual idea of what? He gives his opinion that they should be 
thinking about design services, and there's a huge thing missing. He talks about food, the location, and asks how does it 
reflect the local culture. He continues things like that is what we usually call a mission statement and no designer can get 
anywhere without having a mission statement. He maintains about some initial programming, the list of activities and 
when do they take place, how many people come at one time in, how big does the biggest room need to be, typical 
characteristics, what's the capacity or the storage requirements. He continues to read his letter and suggests employing 
design services and contracting design services with the suggestion of tapping into pro bono expertise within the village. 
 



The idea is that it would save money is a complete misnomer for two reasons, basically objects of objectivity. He 
continues someone that's coming from the village would most likely have a preconceived notion of what should be there 
that that's not objective, but a design professional who can be objective; the second issue, we would not have the 
capacity to transform the concept into designing construction documents and it certainly would not take off the liability 
associated with it so it is an economical solution to contact an unaffiliated third party and that absorbs the criteria from 
the Community and produces alternative schemes. He finishes reading his statement which is on file on the office and 
available upon request.  
 
J. Sedlock reads her letter and states she would like to express her concern on the matter of The Woods development 
proposal by Clover Reach LLC currently under review by the Planning Board as the Summit Lake Conservation Group, we 
are an unincorporated association and citizens whose primary interest is to protect the ecology of Summit Lake and its 
surrounding habitats. She speaks about diverse wildlife, statements at the last meeting, coming together as a group, and 
made a statement at the Planning Board meeting. She asks the Village Board to take seriously its role in this process of 
assessing the proposed development. She adds we understand that you are not in a position to intervene in the planning 
Board application process. She finishes reading her statement which is on file on the office and available upon request.  
 
Attorney Fitzsimmons: He states nothing new to report, just ongoing projects.  
 
Clerk/Treasurer Report: Given by Patricia DeLong. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon 
request. The office will be following mask protocol per NYS Guidance on the new mask requirements until January 15th 
reassessment. Many hours were spent calculating, creating lists, drafting letters, and working with the Village attorney 
for water turn offs. We wanted to make absolute sure we were doing everything per NYS pandemic protocol. Certified 
Letters for water turn offs did go out on December 3rd. We have received a handful of requests from residents for 
payment plans. Many hours have been spent working with the Village attorney and Labor Council with regard to 
wording in the Union contract. Many hours were also spent working with Bond Council and the Bank of Greene to 
secure the funds for the new Toyne Fire Truck for the Village of Philmont Fire Department. We have been receiving 
many requests for genealogical searches, some going back to 1903. The workshop on the 22nd will be the day the 
Trustees will judge the lights around the Village for the annual holiday lighting contest. The Office will be closed on 
Friday, December 24th in observance of the Christmas holiday, Friday, December 31st in observance of New Year’s, and 
on December 22nd at Noon. 
 
Building Inspector Report: Given by Mayor Johnson. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon 
request. Tenancy CO issued 2, Rental Registration Issued 13, Tenancy Inspections 2, Building permits 5, Construction 
inspections 5, CO/CC issued 2, CO Searches 5. 
 
Library Report: Given by Trustee Ostrander. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon request.  
Thanks to Dave Bolevice for fixing the sink and putting together the garbage shed for the front of the library. 
Huber Enterprises has completed the boiler installation and Herrington’s is coming today (Thursday) to install the tanks 
and deliver fuel. Story times have been well attended with regular groups of 7 toddlers and 6 preschool children. The 
sensory bins and monthly Early Learning Kits ELK are a great hit. December guest reader will be Laurie Portocarrero on 
December 16th and the ELK will be reindeer themed. Virtual history series have been popular with 25-35 in attendance at 
each. The next are scheduled for December 13th, 6pm FDR - the Attack on Pearl Harbor and December 15th, 6pm NYHS - 
Nature and American Art. Programs will be recorded and available on the website to view after. Al Bellencia from 
Habitat for Humanity came to investigate what is needed to move the toolshed and repair holes, etc. We will then set a 
date to have that work completed. Programs are being discussed with his group and we are set to discuss dates and 
specifics in early January and plan to start workshops in early to mid-February.  We began a program for middle school 
students on how to relax and be ready to study and do homework. We had 4 teens attend. They are interested to 
continue with a weekly homework club. Dates are being planned. Embroidery for beginners. Learn basic stitches and 
create an ornament. If there is enough interest, we will have a monthly workshop for ages 12 and up. This first workshop 
will provide all supplies as a craft at home. Genevieve has created a YouTube tutorial to go with the kit. The month of 
December we will have a giftwrapping station in the cultural center. We are supplying wrapping paper, bags, tapes, 
scissors, ribbon and bows. All are welcome to bring their gifts and use these materials for free to wrap their gifts. 



January we will begin our yearly soup sales. We will follow last year’s model of biweekly sales through mid-March. 
Please let us know if you would like to make soup. Our new meeting room has been used for tutoring!! $21,000 DLD 
construction grant. Applied for a $2,500 grant through Association of Small and Rural Libraries will receive notice of 
decision in February. I am in the midst of writing a grant through Greene County Counsel of the Arts for a late Spring 
concert series and someone to build a Little Free Art Gallery. I reached out to Nathaniel Williams for help in finding 
someone to design and build the structure and Nat is working on performers for the concert series. November in-person 
and virtual program attendance 81, November people in the library 560.  
 
Community Center Report: Given by Trustee Cropper, as submitted by Director Veronezi. A full copy of the report is 
available in the office for review or upon request. The center has been checked regularly during the month for security 
purposes. 100 gallons of oil was ordered. George Brehm has created a very artistic stone flower garden below the front 
window and weeded all the beds in the back of the building.  Again, thanks to George for the help. The Girl Scouts, Cub 
Scouts, Greener Pathways, AmeriCorps, and Loki Anthony leading Hip Hop are all meeting at the community center. The 
After School Enrichment Program taught by Abby Langdon (Cornell Cooperative Extension Educator of Columbia and 
Greene Counties) and assisted by Monte Jennings and Deb Grau continues.  Hours are 3:30 to 5:30 for 8- to 12-year-
olds.  Flyers have been posted.  Please help spread the word. The Theatre group used the center to make a Thanksgiving 
dinner on Tuesday Nov. 23. The first game night for 18 plus started on Nov. 22.   Shopping for refreshments, games and 
publicity all happened but unfortunately no one attended.  We may postpone until spring.  Thanks to Deb Grau for her 
time.  Phone meeting with Bob Gibson, Commissioner of Department of Social Services. 
 
Police Report: Given by OIC Vern Doyle. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon request.  
He requests the winter laws be posted on the window and on the website. He will be meeting again with Arnie from 
Mid-Hudson to talk about the camera system. Wednesday, he has the County IT coming in; it's probably about a $40.00 
an hour cost savings to utilize the County. He mentions that parking will only be a warning the first time around. 
 
Summit Lake & Its Watercourse (BOA) Report: Given by Grant Administrator S. Baker. A full copy of the report is 
available in the office for review or upon request. Attended the BOA Co-Chair standing meeting held with Mayor 
Johnson and Barbara Sagal, Chair of the LWRP Watershed Advisory Committee (WAC). Trustee Ostrander unable to 
attend. Debriefing of the Project Initiation Meeting as Task 1 of the LWRP Work Plan held on 10/10/21 hosted by the 
LWRP DOS specialist, attended by Trustee Ostrander, Mayor Johnson, Barbara Sagal, Sally Baker (PBI Project 
Management), the watershed participating Towns of Claverack, Hillsdale, and Austerlitz. Town of Ghent was unable to 
attend. General discussion of points brought up by the DOS in the Initiation Meeting, and/or by participating towns, and 
discussed the next steps to convene the participating towns to discuss how to work together, where/how meetings 
should be held, increasing Watershed Advisory Committee (WAC) members from participating towns. Discussed the 
proposal received from the Heritage Working Group addressing the plan & recommendations intended for the 
community outreach aimed at community consensus to advance the nomination of the Village of Philmont Historic 
District and steps recommended for Board review and approval. Proposal is attached and made part of this report. 
Mayor Johnson advised to email the proposal directly to the Clerk & Village Trustees due to no Village Workshop 
meeting scheduled for November or December. 
 
DPW Report: Given by Dave Siter. A full copy of the report is available in the office for review or upon request. We've 
been picking up leaves pretty much for all months of November, December. Repaired leaf truck, installed plows, ventrac 
snowblower from Claverack, removed flags and hung banners with help from Claverack, replaced oil pan on truck 22, 
removed trash from ballfield, Covered graffiti at ballfield, garbage and recycling, cleared roof at office and plant, got 
pants and boots, waiting on shirts and sweatshirts. Water and wastewater report: took samples to the health 
department, all passed, Baldwin hauled 10,000 gallons of sludge to Albany, work continuing as planned on plant 
upgrade, cleaned out building at tower, assisting contractors in many ways to complete project, assisted DPW with 
leafer and trucks, repaired ceiling in parts room, cut work bench down for project. D. Siter and the Board discuss a flat 
rate for the use of water associated with structure demolition. They move to make a motion.  
 
Mayor Johnson: He reports he and Doug met with Department of Social Services, met with Vern and his police force a 
couple times, met with Rob, the building inspectors, Doug the other day to get the rental registry up and going, called 
Larry and asked him to get in touch with Greener Pathways, checked with David on the sewer plant. The lighting project 



down there is 99% done and I think Debra has sent in for the money so, we should be receiving that grant money 
shortly. 
 
Trustee Cropper: He reports he and Brian have had a lot of meetings with Vern Doyle, Rob Fitzsimmons, Bob Gibson, 
and Lee. He adds they are trying to help people who are living in some of these apartments who might have a drug issue.  
They also involved Julie with the Community Center to possibly schedule some new programs with DSS and Greener 
Pathways to make sure that the homes are safe for the people that live here, they’re not trying to push anybody out, 
everybody needs a place to live, they are trying to make sure that they have a safe environment. He attended the 
Planning Board meeting. He did an interview for the DPW position and he believes Dave and the other DPW guys all 
have a positive feeling about it.  He adds there's been complaints regarding noise, especially regarding the motorcycle 
issue. He continues, basically he is hearing from the Sheriff they have been up there three times and the Philmont police 
have been there twice. They're saying it's not an illegal activity to be running your dirt bike up and down on your own 
property. If anybody sees them off the property, if you can take a picture so we can catch them doing something illegal 
so that we can proceed. He voices concern over firecracker noise as well. He states the Philmont Rising presentation was 
well done and that there were many good points, and he thinks some of those points are well taken and something to 
think about. He affirms they are going to be judging the lights on December 22nd. 
 
Trustee Detzel: His report is read by Trustee Cropper and is available upon request. We have been busy attempting to 
Unravel the library/car charger info and I plan on taking their training in December. After many phone calls and online 
searches, we should change the cost per kWh to 35 cents. I had to contact other municipalities and download several 
different apps to compare prices. Spoke with Shakerly about the fire truck as they were concerned about the timing of 
the payment. Spoke with Trish and she filled me in about the situation and they were pleased with the update.  
I would like to recognize the Philmont Police Department and the Philmont Chief for patrolling upper Summit street. 
All of the changes and additions to the insurance that covers the library and its tool lending library have been completed 
per the recommendations drafted by the Village staff. This lending library is an excellent addition to the MANY services 
our library can offer and I am proud of the work the staff has done to get this project off the ground. Tobi has been 
working with local providers to provide some “tool use literacy” and ensure that local users can use the tools safely and 
efficiently. Really happy to see new DPW workers out and about this week so hopefully the addition of these new folks 
will give our current DPW workers and head a much-needed reprieve just in time for the snow season! 
Excited for the Woods project and look forward to learning more from the builders. 
  
Trustee Ostrander:  He reports he attended all the meetings that were mentioned, as well as the LOSAP review.  He also 
called Chief Doyle regarding the minibike, 4-Wheeler, motorcycle loud vehicle from complaints from residents. He 
reached out to Carl Quinn, director of Greener pathways and they had nothing but positive things to say about the 
results of their efforts in the Village, so I would recommend that we keep moving forward with that program. He 
responded to an email from Jeff French, Debra and I both contacted the county Department of Health to see if we could 
get a pod in Philmont. In talking with my wife, it's probably going to be very unlikely that we do but, they are going to 
look into it. He also talked about providing some type of transportation to those individuals that may be challenged to 
get to a pod at Columbia Greene or wherever else shots are being given. 
 
Fire Chief’s report:  
 
Calls for the month or 18. Structure fire at 74 Church Street. That was a great save. He reports false alarms, EMS calls 
and Echo level calls. Fire calls for the year 105. EMS calls for the year 60. Total calls 165, one drill, one truck inspection, 
and two work details. 
Chief Beaumont remarks on the concern over Firefighter physicals that CMH stopped because of the staff shortages, 
they found now, Greenport will be doing the physical which is reimbursable by the Columbia County Treasures Office up 
to 70%. He continues, the grants are postponed till February, once again for the fire siren and the airbag. 
 
Trustee Gitterman: Her report is read by Trustee Ostrander and is available upon request. communicated with Climate 
Smart Task Force Chair Tom Paino about next steps. contacted Climate Smart Task Force to schedule next meeting; 
updated Climate Smart website page; communicated with David Siter re: completion of electrical upgrades to water 
treatment facility, updated photos of the completed Clean Energy Community grant project to the NYSERDA website 



portal, communicated with Alison Katchadorian of NYSERDA re: next steps and reimbursement. was interviewed by 
NYSERDA representative re: Philmont’s CEC grant experience, created website posts and events for, responded to emails 
from residents re: Community Center & Playground Kickoff Presentation; facilitated announcing of a virtual presentation 
on Dec 12; created website posts and events for 3 presentations, reviewed and edited the Historic District Nomination 
Process Proposal; responded to website inquiries re: new business postings; attended planning board meeting about 
The Woods, communicated with Planning Board Chair Robert MacFarlane re: meeting and website updates and added 
meeting to website. miscellaneous website updates 
 
CORRESPONDENCE LIST was provided to the members of the Board and the public 
 

1. Email from Peter Johnson dated 11/15 regarding Summit Heights. 
2. Email from Thomas Paino dated 12/13 regarding Community Center 

 
Motions and Resolutions 

 
Motion: to authorize the mayor to sign the NYSEG Avangrid GRT Settlement Agreement, made by Trustee Ostrander, 2nd 
by Trustee Cropper. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to authorize the mayor to sign the GMES Solar 3, LLC Consent to Assignment of PPA Agreement, made by 
Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to authorize the mayor to sign the Contractor’s application for payment for work done to the Village of 
Philmont Waste Water Treatment Plant in the amount of $216,125.00, made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee 
Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to authorize the mayor to sign the County MIS Shared Services Agreement for 2022, made by Trustee 
Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Cropper. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to accept with regret, William Michael’s resignation from the Village of Philmont Police Department effective 
November 1, 2021, made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to hire Nabal T. Camacho as a full-time, benefited, DPW Laborer for the Village of Philmont at the hourly rate of 
$18.05 per hour, effective January 3, 2022. When Mr. Camacho has obtained his CDL, pay per union contract will go to 
$20.05 as a Machine Equipment Operator, made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to authorize the Clerk to open an escrow account with the Bank of Greene County for the sole use of The 
Woods project currently before the Village of Philmont Planning Board, made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee 
Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to deem the 2000 Freightliner Fire Truck (VIN # 1FV6HLCBXYHG59323) as surplus and no longer needed for 
Village Business, made by Trustee Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Cropper. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Motion: to charge a one-time flat fee of $300 for the use of water associated with house demolition, made by Trustee 
Ostrander, 2nd by Trustee Cropper. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Unfinished Business:  
The Board discusses selling the fire truck through Auctions International to start at $30,000. 
 
New Business: n/a 
 
Motion: to go to Executive Session to discuss Union Grievance made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All 
Ayes, No Nays 
 



Motion:  to come out of Executive Session, made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays 
 
Moment of silence in the memory of Tom Hotalen and George Shook 
 
Motion to adjourn –made by Trustee Cropper, 2nd by Trustee Ostrander. All Ayes, No Nays. 
 
Adjournment 8:30 pm 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Patricia DeLong 
Clerk/Treasurer 
 
 


