
On March 9th, 2023, members of the Philmont Climate Smart Task
Force—Tom Paino (Chair), Michael Seserman, Susan Michie, Andrew
Personette, Arthur King, Sarah King, and Chris Wetmore,—visited a
small, independent hydropower facility in Valatie, NY. Like
Philmont, the Village of Valatie experienced rapid industrial
development buoyed by easily resourced waterpower.
 

The Valatie hydropower facility was purchased by John Doran in
2020, after being offline since 2017. The restoration and
reactivation of the hydro station took three years and was
completely financed by John with all of the work performed by
John, his employees, and even his family. He said that repairing and
running the facility is a “labor of love”. Micro Hydro power stations
in the country are usually owned by individuals, as there has been
little interest to date by municipalities and financial programs to
support their construction.

The facility is located on a site with remnants of an original textile
mill, the Valatie “Cotton Mill,” which stood from 1834 to 1945. The
power house dam and sluice remaining on the Kinderhook Creek
are key components of the hydroelectric project. John owns the
dam and the land on his side of the creek with an easement for the
property on the other side of the creek.
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PCSTF's Tour of MicroHydro in Valatie

 https://philmont.org/climate-smart
 

The mission of the
Philmont Climate

Smart Task Force is to
take actions designated

by New York State to
help Philmont reduce

its greenhouse gas
emissions, to deflect
climate change and
help New York State

meet its climate goals. 








