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Village of Philmont—DRI / NY Forward walking tour  Tuesday 18th November, 2025 

Walking tour 

NY Forward 

DRI  



Additional 15 slide deck:  Rice+Lipka Architects - https://ricelipka.com/ 

Press:  SARANY SELECTS PHILMONT RISING FOR TOP HONOR https://ricelipka.com/news.php 

Full set of drawings:  https://philmont.org/community-center-canal-street-final-designs/

Public Outreach presentations: https://philmont.org/summit-lake-and-its-watercourse/

   ADA entrance from Ellsworth St. parking lot 
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Developers:  A2 Squared Buildings, LLC 
Primary Architect: AtelierTek Architects, PLLC 
Approved Building Plans:  3/26/25 
Green Energy Project: Low-profile solar rooftop 
SHPO approved:  2024    

3rd floor is a partnership 
with the textile LOOM, a 
nfp weaving studio. 

Public programming will 
center around use of the 
Grotto, mezzanine 
performance space, and 
exterior walking paths. 



Additional 15 slide deck:  Rice+Lipka Architects - https://ricelipka.com/ 

Press:  SARANY SELECTS PHILMONT RISING FOR TOP HONOR https://ricelipka.com/news.php 

Full set of drawings:  https://philmont.org/community-center-canal-street-final-designs

Public Outreach presentations: https://philmont.org/summit-lake-and-its-watercourse/

https://ricelipka.com/
https://philmont.org/summit-lake-and-its-watercourse/
https://ricelipka.com/news.php
https://philmont.org/community-center-canal-street-final-designs


Developers:  Upstate Peachy, LLC 
Primary Architect: Armstrong Architecture 
Technical Support: Preservation Studios 
Approved Building Plans:  2024 
Green Energy Project:  
SHPO approved:  2/16/2024 

Ground floor restaurant 
and bar with outdoor 
porch placemaking 
dining. 

2nd & 3rd upper floors –  
4 market rate 2-bedroom 
units.  



Sponsor: The Yoors Family Partnership - 22 Charles St, New York, NY 10014 
Website:  https://janyoors.com/ 
Contact:  Cell: 917 523 5132 
Philmont Planning Documents: 2022 PBInc Mom & Pop Shop Downtown Revitalization Plan & Implementation Strategy 
/ funded by USDA RBDG 
https://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/272971/28534631/1658337094013/MomPop+Shop+Project+Downtown+Revtalization+Plan+-
+updated+7-20-22++Appendix.pdf?token=WneLknAzABagdcvvoIOEyAZfOsA%3D

Justification: To readapt and rehabilitate Prospect St Mill to house the commercial handwoven production of 
120 archived tapestry designs by internationally recognized textile artist Yan Yoors who has work in esteemed 
collections such as, Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Museum of Art and Design, and the Smithsonian, among 
many other collections / both private & public.  Within the rehabilitation, it is intended to provide 3-4 live/work 
rental units for affordable worker housing, and a retail textile gallery showing area.  

https://janyoors.com/
https://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/272971/28534631/1658337094013/MomPop+Shop+Project+Downtown+Revtalization+Plan+-+updated+7-20-22++Appendix.pdf?token=WneLknAzABagdcvvoIOEyAZfOsA%3D
https://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/272971/28534631/1658337094013/MomPop+Shop+Project+Downtown+Revtalization+Plan+-+updated+7-20-22++Appendix.pdf?token=WneLknAzABagdcvvoIOEyAZfOsA%3D


Sponsor:  Purpose Cooperative, Inc 

Contact: Judd Maltin - judd@purpose.work  Cell: 917 882 1270    https://purpose.work/

Philmont Planning Documents: 2022 PBInc Mom & Pop Shop Downtown Revitalization Plan & Implementation 
Strategy / funded by USDA RBDG 
https://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/272971/28534631/1658337094013/MomPop+Shop+Project+Downtown+Revtalization+Plan+-
+updated+7-20-22++Appendix.pdf?token=WneLknAzABagdcvvoIOEyAZfOsA%3D

Justification:  The Purpose Cooperative is embarking on a grand mission to bring high-quality technical education, business 
acceleration, product production and updated affordable worker housing to Philmont with a new initiative: 
PhilmontTechHub - dedicated spaces, programs, residences, and pop-up retail in walkable Philmont’s Main Street. 

mailto:judd@purpose.work
https://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/272971/28534631/1658337094013/MomPop+Shop+Project+Downtown+Revtalization+Plan+-+updated+7-20-22++Appendix.pdf?token=WneLknAzABagdcvvoIOEyAZfOsA%3D
https://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/272971/28534631/1658337094013/MomPop+Shop+Project+Downtown+Revtalization+Plan+-+updated+7-20-22++Appendix.pdf?token=WneLknAzABagdcvvoIOEyAZfOsA%3D
https://purpose.work/


Sponsor: – Village of Philmont (as municipal site control) 

Leverage Funds: – Philmont Library responsibility 

Feasibility Study:  Laberge Group 3/9/2024 – recommendation to rebuild the library due to prohibited cost for 
repairs & rehabilitation, need for additional program space, and decarbonization proposed. 



DRI Proposal:  The Coffee House and the Village Office/Hall/Court/Firehouse propose a Decarbonization project 
sharing District Geo-thermal wells to be located on the parcel abutting both buildings.  
Feasibility Study: - Decarbonization engineering study of Village Office et al, completed March 2024 – Climate 
Smart Action Plan to reduce greenhouse gas emissions - adopted 6/26/2024. 



Planning Documents:  Cosmos Design Factory.  2019 designs for the Philmont Icarian Guild campus adjacent & 
complementing the proposed municipal community center maker-space. 



SHPO Inventory: – August 2024 engaged in discussion regarding the rehabilitation of the c. 1930 outhouse/barn 

https://www.vanderbiltlakeside.com/

https://www.vanderbiltlakeside.com/
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Summit Lake and its Watercourse 

Village of Philmont 

Figure 1-B: Study Area Map 

 



Summit Lake and Its Watercourse, Village of Philmont
Framework Plan

Date: November 18, 2015
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• Improved streetscape: historic
pedestrian-scale lighting, widened
sidewalks, new street tree plantings,
benches

• Design policies to encourage new
building signage and canopies, where
appropriate, and outdoor seating

• Bike racks
• Improved pedestrian crossings
• Visitor kiosk
• Encourage development of retail,
restaurants and market-rate housing

• Gateway signage
• Historic pedestrian-scale lighting
• Crossing for potential Harlem Valley Rail
Trail

• Possible redevelopment opportunity

• Gateway signage
• Permeable pavement treatment in
parking lot

• New small-scale fl owering trees and
larger-scale canopy trees

• Pedestrian-scale historic lighting
• Benches

• Primary community waterfront access
point

• Expand and remodel Community
Center to include small commercial
venture and expended elementary
school activities

• Develop interpretive signage for fl ora
and fauna, water resources, mill and
water power history, etc. for summer
and after school education programs
geared to elementary age children

• Reprogram playground for
‘Adventure Play” with programs
designed to encourage children to play
and build creatively

• New beach access and canoe/kayak
boat launch

• New connection to Elm Street, through
to Canal Street

• Complete street reconstruction with new
sewer and water lines

• Use best management green
infrastructure principles to manage
stormwater

• New connection to library
• Attract artists to create arts district

• One of the Village’s most promising
opportunities for new building
construction and economic development

• Important heritage interpretation
opportunities with remnants of Mill #4
still intact

• Direct connection to Main Street with
safe pedestrian connections to the
waterfront along the proposed
pedestrian improvements on Elm
Street through 16 Summit Street into
the proposed reprogrammed Lakeshore
park

• Potential connection to trail coming into
Village

• Make connections along waterfront with
new boardwalk connecting to Lakeshore
Park and Community Center, Canal
Street and Downtown

• Waterfront trail connecting to Harlem
Valley Rail Trail and Josh Essig Trail

• Waterfront dock and fi shing access
• Interpretive signage of local and regional

fl ora and fauna
• Connect to Summit Street and High Falls
Conservation Area

• Protect natural hillside vegetation

WEST GATEWAY

DOWNTOWN 

EAST GATEWAY

HARLEM VALLEY RAIL TRAIL 
CONNECTION 

• Important loop connection from
Harlem Valley Rail Trail to
Lakeshore Park and Community
Center, Canal Street and downtown

BOARDWALK CONNECTION

COMMUNITY CENTER AND 
PLAYGROUND

NATURAL WATERFRONT TRAIL 

CANAL STREET MILL #4 PROPERTY

• Partner with the Columbia Land
Conservancy to develop trail connections
to High Falls

ELM STREET

• New teen center in building located
behind library

• Include free Wi-Fi, tables for group
study, relaxing chairs, large screen
television(s), pool tables, foosball tables,
ping pong table

• Provide computers to help with home
work research

• Outdoor patio space

NEW TEEN CENTER AT LIBRARY

HIGH FALLS CONSERVATION AREA

SUMMIT RESERVOIR 
• Zoning restrictions (and other land
development controls)

• Private septic system and stormwater
inventories (and possible future
improvements)

• Mechanical and/or hydraulic dredging
project (muck and sand delta removals)

• Habitat restoration and/or enhancement
• Annual maintenance protocols
• Dam maintenance and safety



Analysis of the Proposed Brownfield Opportunity Area 
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Figure 3-Jb: BOA Strategic Sites Map 
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Strategic Sites Map

Date:  January 2018

Summit Lake and Its Watercourse
Village of Philmont

This map was computer generated using data acquired by Elan Planning, Design, and
Landscape Architecture PLLC from various sources and is intended only for reference,
conceptual planning, and presentation purposes. This map is not intended for and should not be
used to establish  boundaries, property lines, location of objects, or to provide any other
information typically needed for construction or any other purpose when engineered plans or land
surveys are needed.
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Sub-Area 5: Downtown

Linear Connector: Harlem Valley Rail Trail 
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BOA Boundary

2016 Parcels

Agawamuck Creek

Map
ID

Parcel Name Acres Map
ID

Parcel Name Acres

1 Lakeside Drive; Summit Lake 24.80 9 165 Main Street; Bus Depot 2.30
2 Lakeside Drive; Community Center 1.50 10 Main St; Former Rail Bed 0.04

3 Lakeside Drive; Playground 0.06 11 Train Trestle (location only) NA

4 Canal Street; Aken Knitting Mill #3 0.88 12 56 Main Street; Former Hilltop Hotel 0.50
5 Elm Street Extension 0.49 13 116 Main Street; Philmont  Coop 0.81
6 Elm Street Extension 0.44 14 11 Elm Street 0.40
7 Canal St.-off 1.00 15 120 Main Street; Former Key Bank 0.08

16 127 Main Street 0.44

17 164 Main Street; Empire House 0.31
8 27 Summit Street; Summit Mill 1.00

Linear Connector: Harlem Valley Rail Trail 
Sub-Area 5: Downtown

Source: Columbia County Assessor
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